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How To Ensure That Your Community Is 

Represented On Your Shelves 



What Is Representation? 
• Diversity: Having a composition of different elements.  

 - Includes coming from different cultures and 

 experiences 

 - Latin Root is Diversus: Separate, opposite, 

 different 

• Representation: Acknowledging the presence of 

various groups and working to ensure that they all 

have an equal voice.  Making sure that everyone has 

a seat at the table. 



Why Does Representation Matter? 

“Books transmit values. They explore our common 

humanity. What is the message when some children are 

not represented in those books?...Where are the future 

white loan officers and future white politicians going to 

get their knowledge of people of color? Where are black 

children going to get a sense of who they are and what 

they can be?” 

 –Walter Dean Myers, New York Times, March 15, 2014 





Let’s Compare: U.S. Edition 
Children’s Books The U.S. Population: 323 Million 

• Native American: 1.3% 

• Hispanic/Latino: 17.8% 

• Asian Pacific: 5.9% 

• African-American: 13.3% 

• White Alone: 61.3% 

• Two Or More Races: 2.6% 

Census Data: 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045216  

  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045216


Let’s Compare: Virginia Edition 
Children’s Books Virginia’s Population: 8.4 Million 

• Native American: 0.5% 

• Hispanic/Latino: 9.1% 

• Asian Pacific: 6.7% 

• African-American: 19.8%  

• White Alone: 70.0% 

• Two Or More Races: 2.9% 

Data Source: https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/VA   

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/VA


What You Can Do 

• Understand your community’s population and needs 

 

• Work to ensure that your collection represents your 

community 

 

• Ensure that your displays also reflect that diversity 

 

• Encourage your patrons of all ages to read books by 

and about people from different cultures 

 



Know Your Community 
Children’s Literature Roanoke’s Population: 100,000 

• Native American: 0.4% 

• Hispanic/Latino: 6.2% 

• Asian Pacific: 3.1% 

• African-American: 29.6% 

• White Alone: 59.0% 

• Two Or More Races: 2.9% 

Data Source: 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/roanokecityvirginiacounty/PST045

216  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/roanokecityvirginiacounty/PST045216
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/roanokecityvirginiacounty/PST045216


Demographics Research Tips 

• Start: The U.S. Census Bureau: 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/communi

ty_facts.xhtml  

 

• Info on ESOL: Your school district 

 

• Your municipality’s website may have a demographics 

page 

 

 

 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml








Virginia-Specific Resources 
• UVA Weldon-Cooper Center Demographics Research 

Group: http://demographics.coopercenter.org/  

 

• Virginia Department of Health: 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/demographics/  

 

• Virginia DSS Refugee Resettlement Reports: 

http://www.dss.virginia.gov/geninfo/reports/community_pa

rtners/refugee.cgi  
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http://demographics.coopercenter.org/
http://demographics.coopercenter.org/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/demographics/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/demographics/
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/geninfo/reports/community_partners/refugee.cgi
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/geninfo/reports/community_partners/refugee.cgi
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/geninfo/reports/community_partners/refugee.cgi


Refugee Data 



Collection Development Tools  

• We Need Diverse Books Our Story App: 

http://www.diversebooks.org/ourstory/  

 

• First Book Stories for All: https://www.firstbook.org/about-

first-book/the-stories-for-all-project  

 

• Cooperative Children’s Book Center: 

http://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/books/multicultural.asp  
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We Need Diverse Books 



Our Story Pro 





Additional Resources 

• WNDB Book Lists: http://weneeddiversebooks.org/where-

to-find-diverse-books/ 

 

• Reading Rockets Book Finder: 

http://www.readingrockets.org/bookfinder 

 

• First Book Needs Index--Coming Soon: www.firstbook.org  

 

• https://psmag.com/news/diversity-is-losing-its-meaning-

what-should-we-say-instead  
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Evaluate This Session! 

Evaluation Link: tinyurl.com/th2017vla 

 

 

Contact Me! 

Marissa Blankinship 

marissa.blankinship@roanokeva.gov 

(540) 853-5842 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: Star City Reads 

https://mail.notes.na.collabserv.com/data3/21442821/22837643.nsf/0/4A6350A84ED904FE835DE5298D8694F0/tinyurl.com/th2017vla
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